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music on a scholarship, and Rocky was pur-
suing a degree in education and language
studies. In their eventual careers that followed,
Rocky became the Director of Migrant Chil-
dren Education for the State of Arizona, a po-
sition he held for many years until his retire-
ment in 1990. Prior to being Director, he
served as a dedicated teacher to countless Ar-
izona high school and college students. Beki’s
leadership as president of the Glendale Wom-
en’s Club and Glendale Historical Society
helped advance both organizations’ important
missions, yet her most valued role remained
as a mother to her and Rocky’s large, ever-
growing family.

Anyone who knows Rocky and Beki can at-
test to their great love for all of their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren—a love
deeply rooted first in their devotion to one an-
other. Yet, this couple, time and time again,
looked to the larger community and its needs,
prompting Rocky and Beki to be proactive in
serving others and furthering access to high-
quality education for all children. Such efforts
have proven to benefit numerous Arizona fam-
ilies, a testament to Rocky and Beki and espe-
cially their marriage, a source of continued
strength and support for both of them.

In celebrating Rocky and Beki’'s 60th Anni-
versary, we reflect on the life they have built
with one another, and join in congratulating
them on what truly is an accomplishment of
great significance.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to recognize Dr.
and Mrs. Maynes on their 60th wedding anni-
versary and join with their family in wishing
them many more years of continued happi-
ness, health, and innumerable blessings.

———
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Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History month, | rise today to
honor Patricia Andrade, a remarkable leader
in the South Florida community.

Mrs. Andrade was born in Venezuela and
has been living in the United States for more
than 20 years. She holds both a law degree
from Universidad Santa Maria and an Inter-
national Diploma in Human Rights from the
United Nations Association in Venezuela.
These academic achievements have directly
contributed to her campaign against human
rights abuses by Hugo Chavez, following his
rise to power.

In 2004, Mrs. Andrade founded the Ven-
ezuela Awareness Foundation, an organiza-
tion whose focus is denouncing and defending
human rights in Venezuela. Her commitment
to democracy and respect for human rights
around the world is a daily battle, yet she per-
severes and finds motivation in all the Ven-
ezuelans living under oppression today. Mrs.
Andrade works to keep close contact with po-
litical prisoners’ family members and goes to
great lengths to alleviate their economic hard-
ships. Once a year, she works to promote
education in Venezuela by providing political
prisoners’ children with school supplies includ-
ing uniforms, books, and registration ex-
penses.

Mrs. Andrade is also a weekly columnist in
Miami’s newspaper ElI Nuevo Herald, along
with other Venezuelan online news sites. To
further promote awareness of Venezuela’s
current situation and the abuse of human
rights, she participates in different forums and
conferences throughout South Florida and
Germany.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
Mrs. Patricia Andrade for her continued serv-
ice to the South Florida community and to all
Venezuelans who continue to be oppressed
daily by Chavez’ fist. | ask my colleagues to
join me in recognizing this remarkable indi-
vidual and wish her continued success.

————
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor an institution noted for
its resounding leadership, the Greenville In-
dustrial College of Greenville, Mississippi.

Greenville Industrial College was founded in
1904 by Greenville native, Reverend Dr. A.B.
Bolden. Dr. Bolden, along with other commu-
nity pioneers purchased the land for the
Greenville Industrial College from Dr. E.P.
Brown and his family in the early 20th century.

The two-story brick building was located in
the African-American community of “Brown’s
Addition”, named after Dr. E.P. Brown. It was
under the leadership of Dr. Bolden that the
first chapter of this dynamic organization’s his-
tory began.

The mission of the Greenville Industrial Col-
lege is to provide African-American students
with the necessary skills to make a successful
transition to post secondary education or work,
and to prepare these students to successfully
compete in a global market. Since the 1900s,
the college has offered career and technology
programs which include theology, masonry,
carpentry and machinery.

The college has produced many prominent
members of society which include the famous
Bishop Clarence LaVaughn Franklin, Willie
Richardson of the National Football League
Baltimore Colts, and Walter Jake Turnbull,
founder of the Harlem Boys Choir.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Greenville Industrial College
for its remarkable work in developing our citi-
zens, our economy, and the great state of
Mississippi.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. MICHAEL
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THE YEAR
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
my pleasure and honor to extend my personal
and heartfelt congratulations to Mr. Michael L.
Fowler, Sr., on being named Mortician of the
Year for the 4th District of the Georgia Funeral
Service Practitioners Association, Inc. A cele-
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bration will be held in his honor on Saturday,
March 31, 2012, at 7 p.m. at Albany Technical
College in Albany, Georgia.

Mr. Fowler was born in Columbia, South
Carolina, to Roland and Rosie Fowler. Fol-
lowing his birth, Mr. Fowler’'s family moved to
Georgia where he was educated in the
Dougherty County, Georgia Public School
System and graduated from Dougherty Com-
prehensive High School. After graduating from
high school, Mr. Fowler would go on to earn
a degree in Mortuary Science from Gupton
Jones College in Atlanta, Georgia.

A Certified Funeral Service Practitioner and
a Licensed Funeral Director and Embalmer,
Mr. Fowler performs Trade Embalming for
many funeral homes in Georgia and Florida.
He also founded and currently owns Fowler’s
Removal Service. As a retired Death Inves-
tigation Specialist for the Georgia Bureau of
Investigation, he holds numerous certifications
in the fields of Medicolegal Death Investiga-
tion, Death Scene Reconstruction, and Grief
Management.

A strong leader with an exceptional work
ethic, Mr. Fowler is the current President of
the Georgia Funeral Service Practitioners As-
sociation. He also serves on the Georgia State
Board of Funeral Service and is an active
member of the Academy of Graduate Em-
balmers, Academy of Professional Funeral
Service Practice, Albany Chamber of Com-
merce and the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People.

Of his many commendable qualities, one of
the things | admire most about Mr. Fowler is
his altruistic willingness to volunteer his time
and lend his professional services to needy
families who have lost loved ones to tragic ac-
cidents and natural disasters. As a member of
the National Disaster Medical System’s Dis-
aster Mortuary Team (DMORT) and Kenyon
International Service, Mr. Fowler has assisted
in the morgue operations of mass fatalities as-
sociated with the Albany, Georgia floods of
1994 and 1998; the 1997 crash of Korean Air-
lines Flight 801 in Guam; the 9/11 World
Trade Center terrorist attacks in 2001; the
2004 tsunami in Asia; Hurricane Katrina; Hurri-
cane Rita; and the 2010 Haiti earthquake.

In conjunction with his professional accom-
plishments, Mr. Fowler lives a life of service
and faith. He has been a member of Evan-
gelical Faith Ministries, Inc. for 45 years and
has served as a Deacon for the last 33 years.
Additionally, he founded the S.O.L.A.C.E.
(Stretching Out Loving Arms Creating Encour-
agement) Program for impoverished and at-
risk youth in Southwest Georgia. Moreover, he
co-facilitates the Let's Stay Together Marriage
Enrichment Program; is Board Chair of Love
and Mercy Outreach Programs, Inc.; and
serves on the Community Development Coun-
cil for the City of Albany.

Michael L. Fowler, Sr., has accomplished
many things in his life but none of this would
have been possible without the enduring love
and support of his loving wife, Rosa, and won-
derful children and grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to Mr. Fowler for his out-
standing professional achievements, dedicated
community service and many good deeds on
behalf of families all around the world who
have lost loved ones to unforeseen tragedies.
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